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CODEC GRAVEL 
H PASS: CODEC GRAVEL 
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TAGS: OREP (GRAVEL, MIKE) 

SUBJ: CODEC GRAVEL 

REE: STATE 047735 

1 . SENATOR MIKE GRAVEL VISITED VENEZUELA MARCH 20-22. HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY HIS STAFF ASSISTANT MR. WILLIAM HOFFMAN AND MAJOR 
RICHARD PHLAND. SENATOR GRAVEL'S SCHEDULE IN CARACAS WAS LIMITED 
TO ONE DAY, MONDAY, MARCH 21 IN VIEW OF HIS ARRIVAL LATE ON 
MARCH 20 AND HIS EARLY DEPARTURE ON MARCH 22. AFTER A BRIEF 

CALL ON AMBASSADOR VAKY SENATOR GRAVEL AND HIS PARTY ATTENDED 
A COUNTRY TEAM BRIEEING CHAIRED BY AMBASSADOR VAKY AT THE 
EMBASSY. THE SENATOR PAID COURTESY CALLS ON PRESIDENT CARLOS 
ANDRES PEREZ; GONZALO BARRIOS, PRESIDENT OE THE NATIONAL 
CONGRESS AND OF THE ACCION DEMOCRATICA PARTY; VALENTIN HERNANDEZ, 

MINISTER OF ENERGY AND MINES; AND DIEGO ARRIA, MINISTER OE IN- 
FORMATION AND TOURISM. IN THE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ HE 
WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE AMBASSADOR AND MEMBERS OE THE VENEZUELAN- 
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. IN ADDITION TO THESE 
ACTIVITIES, THE SENATOR SPOKE AT A LUNCHEON IN HIS HONOR 
SPONSORED BY THE VENEZUELAN-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY. 
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2. SENATOR GRAVEL DISCUSSED A NUMBER OF SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
DURING THE COURSE OF HIS VISIT. IN THE MEETING WITH THE VENE- 
ZUELAN-AMERICAN CHAMBER OE COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY, THE SENATOR 
REVIEWED PROSPECTS FOR AMENDMENT OF THE U.S. TRADE LAW TO 
ELIMINATE THE EXCLUSION OF OPEC MEMBERS FROM ELIGIBLITY FOR 
GENERALIZED TARIEF PREFERENCES AND ALSO DISCUSSED PROSPECTS 

FOR AMENDMENT OF INCOME TAX MEASURES AFFECTING U.S. CITIZENS 
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RESIDING ABROAD. THE CHAMBER IS A STRONG SUPPORTER OE AMENDMENT 
OE BOTH THESE LAWS. THE SENATOR ASSURED HIS AUDIENCE THAT HE 
EAVORS AMENDMENT OE BOTH MEASURES ALONG LINES ADVOCATED BY THE 
CHAMBER. 

3. IN HIS MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ AND OTHER VENEZUELAN 
OEFICIALS SENATOR GRAVEL DISCUSSED VARIOUS MEASURES INCLUDING 
THE U.S. TRADE LAW, VENEZUELA'S POSITION AS A PETROLEUM SUPPLIER 
TO THE U.S. AND THE CANAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH PANAMA. THE SENATOR 
MADE CLEAR THE HE IS A STRONG SUPPORTER OE LEGISLATION TO AMEND 
THE TRADE LAW IN VENEZUELA'S EAVOR AND OE A NEW CANAL TREATY. THE 
SENATOR'S VIEWS WERE RECEIVED WITH INTEREST AND APPRECIATION 

BY THE VENEZUELAN OEEICIALS INVOLVED. TALKS WITH THE MINISTER 
OE ENERGY AND MINES ON PETROLEUM AND OTHER ENERGY MATTERS WERE 
ALSO VERY CORDIAL. IT WAS CONCLUDED THAT THERE ARE EXCELLENT 
PROSPECTS FOR COOPERATION IN ENERGY MATTERS AND THAT THERE IS 
A SIGNIEICANT MUTUALITY OE INTERESTS BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND THE 
UNITED STATES IN SOLUTIONS TO ENERGY PROBLEMS. 

4. INEORMAL CONSULTATION WITH SENATOR GRAVEL AT THE TIME OE HIS 
VISIT INDICATED THAT HE WOULD PREFER THAT NO REPORT BE PREPARED. 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE CONTENTS OE HIS REPORT HAVE NOT BEE CLEARED 
WITH SENATOR GRAVEL OR MEMBERS OE HIS PARTY. 

THE REPORT WAS PREPARED IN RESPONSE TO AN INEORMAL REQUEST EROM 
HIS OEFICE. 
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